- Are You a parent of a Special Needs Child?
- Have You had problems getting services for Your child?
PAY ATTENTION: YOUR VOTE [S NEEDED!!

PLEASE COME TO VOTI;TO ELECT OFFICERS OF THE
SPECIAL EDUCATION

PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (SPEDPAC)
(Parents may also nominate themselves if they are interested.)
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The SPED PAC is the independent group that advocates with Boston Public
Schools to solve many of the problems parents deal with like getting the
right services and programs for kids. If we have an active council we can
educate parents as to their children’s rights. Please come and show that

parents are solidly together when it comes to helping our children.

WHEN: Tuesday, June 3, 2008
wHrere: CAMPBELL RESOURCE CENTER

1216 Dorchester Ave.
TIME: 6:00-8:00pm

BOSTON PARENTS OF
STUDENTS WITH DISAB ILITIES
ARE AUTOMATICALLY
MEMBERS OF THE
BOSTON PARENT ADVISORY
COUNCIL

For wore information, call
Urban PRIDE at 617-989-3929
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Massachusetts State law says that each school district shall have an independent district-wide parent advisory
council that will advise the district on matters affecting students with disabilities and will meet regularly with
school officials to participate in the planning, development, and evaluation of the school district’s special
education programs.
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There has been a Boston Parent Advisory Council for many years; it has been inactive recently. The most
recent By-Laws of the PAC clearly state its goals and structure. Summary below:

$ & & to advocate for the welfare of Boston’s children with special needs

§ to ensure that every child receives the services required by federal and state law; that these services
allow each child the opportunity to develop his or her individual educational potential; and that the services are
provided in the least restrictive environment
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¢ advocate for children with special needs and the parents of these children

e meet regularly to advise BPS officials and participate in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of
programs

e provide information and referral to parents, and information to parents on their legal rights

e present concerns about special education programs to BPS officials

e promote communication, cooperation, and mutual support among parents
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o the voting membership of the Boston PAC are the parents and guardians of children with sEecial needs
who are residents of Boston; and also students with disabilities who have reached their 18" birthday

e the officers of the PAC, elected at the Annual Meeting, shall be a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson,
Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and three Members-at-Large who together are the Executive Board

e sub-committees can be formed with the Executive Board with a majority vote of members at a PAC
meeting
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e monthly meetings of the PAC will be held on the second Thursday of each month
e the Annual Meeting will be the first PAC meeting in September

+ % ", — TheBy-Laws can be amended by a 2/3 vote at a regular meeting, if the amendment
has been distributed to the members in writing 5 days prior to the meeting

Prepared by Massachusetts Advocates for Children for Urban PRIDE.
For further information, contact John Mudd at MAC, 617 357-8431 x221 or jmudd@massadvocates.org



